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() The Channel Islands National Marine Sanctuary
Marine Reserves Environmental Review Process
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The National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Adminktration’s (NOAA) National
Marine 5 anctuary Program (NMSP)

15 considenng the estabhishment of a network
of manne reserves within the Channel
Izlancls National Vanne Sanctuary (CINDIGS
or Sanctuary) to complement the recently
established State manne protected areas
(VMPAS).
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The purpose of thiz process 1= to defermmne
the best action to protect, maintain and
restore the natural binlogical commumties of
the Sanctuary and to enhance its natural
habitats, populations, and ecological
plocesses.

Cornmnumoly Consensus Siaternemt
Marime Eeserves Working Group
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The NMSP will prepare an environmental
mmpact statement (EIS) that will exarune a
range of management and regulatory
alternatres aszociated with consideration of
manng reserves. The EIS will bwld on the

State’z ervironmental review docwuments
prepared for the State established MPAs
the Sanctuary.
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Channel Islbindz Marime BReserves Process

Simce 1999 the Sanctiary and the Cahforma
Department of Fsh and Game have worked together
to consder manne reserves in the Sanctiary. Tlos
proces stems from o shared concem for protectmg
and mstalnmg rmanne resoues,

The process has inchided externsive conmmnty
mvolvement, sapported by the best avalable
ecclogical and econonuc data.

O Oectober 25, 002, the Calfornia Frh and Game
Connission established a nebaork of marme
protected avex withm the State waters of the
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The HMEF 15 nowr putiating a federal process to Publc Scuping Iﬁ.l[egmlgg
comsider manne wserves within the Sanctiary to . . : .
s e Three public scOping lT!.EEt]J.'I.ES were held m
e R June and July 2003 m Santa Barbara and

Ventwa Counties to discuss manne reserves.
The NIVSP holds public meetings to “scope
out” or get input from rezource users, mterest
groups, governent agencies and other
mernbers of the public. Scoping meetings are
not decizion making meetings. The mput from
scoping meetings will help define the range of
1zsues that the NMSP must address m the Diaft
Ervirommental Iinpact Statement (DEIS). The
sanctuary also 15 revising its Management Plan
m a separate, but parallel, errnronmental
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TIMELINE
June-July 2003 = Public scoping meetings / Information gathering
July-November 2003 = Sanctuary develops Draft Environmental Impact Statement,
including alternatives with ecological and economic
data/analysis
Winter 20032004

= Draft Environmental Impact Statement released

= Public Review of Draft Environmental Impact Statement
Spring/Summer 2004

= Sanctuary prepares responses to comments

= Fnal Envionmental Impact Statement drafted
Fall /Winter 2004

= Emal Fnykonmenial Inpact Siatement released
_—————————————————————————




For More Information

Chamnel Isbnds
MNational Marine Sanctuary

113 Harbor Way, Suite 150
Santa Barbara, Califfornia 93109

Phone: (805) 966-7107 Ext. 472
Fax: (805)568-1582

E-mail: reservesprocessi@noan.gov
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The Chammel Islamlz National Marine Samciuary
was clesignated m September 1920, and consists
of the manmne habitats swrounding San Migusl
santa Fosa, Santa Cruz, Anacapa and Santa
Barbara Islands, approxmately 25 miles off the
coast of Santa Barbara, Cabforma. The
sanctuary 1z an area of national sigficance
because of its exceptional natural beauty and
marne and cultural resources. The NIVISP 18
consiclering the establislonent of a network of
marine reserves to protect, maintain and restore
the natural biologieal comrmumnities and to
enhance natural habitats, populations, and
ecological processes i the Sanctuary.
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Internet Resources

Channel Islinds Marime Reserves Process
WWW CININg nos noaa govimarimeres/main html

State Environmental Documents
www.dig.ca govimrd//chanme] 1slands/
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